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(54) DEVICE FOR PREDICTING TIME REQUIRED FOR PRINTING 



(57)Abstract 



PURPOSE: To calculate time practically required for the printing 
of printing data and to calculate its printing end time. 
CONSTITUTION: After temporarily storing printing data to be 
outputted to a printer in a spooling buffer 7 prior to their output 
to the printer, a printer driver 6 applies simulation processing 
(including font caching processing) almost similar to processing 
to be executed by an interpreter 1 1 in the printer to the printing 
data stored in the buffer 7 based upon printing management 
information acquired by the driver 6 to analyze a plotting 
instruction, an arithmetic instruction, etc., at a CPU level. While 
referring to an execution cycle frequency table 8, the practical 
number of CPU cycles for an instruction group obtained by the 
simulation is accumulated to calculate time required for the 
printing of printing data. The time required for printing is 
displayed on a monitor of a console 1 . 
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